NEWS
Dear readers,
I would like to
greet you from
the pages
of the next
issue of the
Foundation’s
news. As you
may have
noticed, we
have changed the
name, logo and
color scheme. However, the focus remains the
same, so this year you can look forward not
only to the existing, well-known projects of the
Foundation, but also to many new ones. We
hope that the situation will improve soon and
that we will be able to carry out all the events
that we are now planning. Let’s keep our
fingers crossed and until then I wish everyone
a lot of strength.

1st issue of 2021

Student Scientific Conference
is announced!

Student
Scientific
Conference

Katarzyna Woś
Chairwoman of the Board of the
ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation

Dear friends,
welcome to the
first Foundation’
news of 2021.
Like every
year, we
are going
to launch
scholarship,
pedagogical
and school
grants. We will also
organize the 4EDUconference again, more
information on which is coming soon. I would
like to mention that you can already register
for the Student Scientific Conference, and from
May 1 we are also opening applications for
the grant program for schools. You can find
more information on the front page of our
news. Thank you for your custom and we look
forward to another year together.
Tomáš Herink
Member of the Board of the
ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation

Applications accepted
until May 16, 2021

SSC is a display of scientific projects by students of secondary schools and gymnasiums focused
on technical and scientific topics with special emphasis on the field of CHEMISTRY. The Student
Scientific Conference for secondary school students is organized by the University of Chemical
Technology, ORLEN Unipetrol RPA, s.r.o. and ORLEN UniCRE a.s. under the auspices of the ORLEN
Unipetrol Foundation. Deadline for project submission: May 16, 2021. More information can be
found on the website www.nadaceorlenunipetrol.cz

Together with the ORLEN Unipetrol
Foundation, we are trying to popularize
chemistry for the coming generation, says
Tomáš Herink, Member of the Board of
Directors of the ORLEN Unipetrol Group
The ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation has been offering student scholarships and grants for teachers and schools
for many years. Anyone interested in chemistry, science and technology can apply for them. “It’s not just about
financial support. Chemistry is all around us. That is why we are investing resources and efforts in projects to
educate the future generation, which will soon take over the baton,” says Tomáš Herink, Member of the Board of
Directors of the ORLEN Unipetrol Group responsible for investment, science and research as well as Member of the
Board of the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation. And also a North Bohemian patriot, scientist and pedagogue who has
dedicated his whole life to chemistry and has been connected with ORLEN Unipetrol since his student years.
What does the education of next
generation mean to you and what role
does the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation
play in it?
Education is a basic prerequisite for raising the
living standards of every nation in the future. It
is essential to educate new professionals and
managers who will build on the efforts of current
and past generations.
The ORLEN Unipetrol Group is a major employer,
one of the largest companies in the Czech
Republic and part of the critical infrastructure
of this country. We are aware of our role in the
chemical industry, so we invest in supporting and
promoting education at all levels. The ORLEN
Unipetrol Foundation, which started operations in
2017, helps us with this. It focuses mainly on three
main programs connected with popularization of
chemistry and natural sciences, as well as special
projects.

We create opportunities in the form of study
scholarships for gifted students of natural sciences,
with an emphasis on chemistry. The Foundation
wants to reach out to the widest possible number
of students, regardless of their origin or social
background. During the four years of the program,
196 secondary school and university students in
science and technology received scholarships
worth a total of 6.5 million Czech crowns.
Chempark in Záluží near Litvínov is the largest
production plant of the ORLEN Unipetrol Group
and employs 2.5 thousand people. Cooperation
with primary and secondary schools is therefore the
most intensive here. ORLEN Unipetrol is a partner
of Educhem Secondary School in Meziboří,
Schola Humanitas in Litvínov and Secondary
Technical School in Most. Students of these schools
can get scholarships, a two-week internship in
a production plant and they can earn extra money
on a part-time job during the summer.

teach two or three subjects in Litvínov. This is a great
study opportunity in the Ústí Region, which helps to
build the attractiveness and competitiveness of this
region. There are 35 university students studying in
three bachelor’s and one follow-up program, and
they have the opportunity to participate not only in
the scholarship program of the ORLEN Unipetrol
Foundation, but also in other activities.

Five years ago, the Litvínov University
Center of the Institute of Chemical
Technology – FS ČVUT – ORLEN Unipetrol,
which is based in the ORLEN Unipetrol
production plant in Záluží near Litvínov,
started its activities. Is this project in any
way unique?
It is indeed a unique cooperation, even when
viewed from a European perspective, in which
a public university is located directly in the
commercial production area. Students thus have
the opportunity to verify the acquired theoretical
knowledge directly in practice, which schools and
industrial enterprises have been calling for for
many years. At the end of last year, the University
Center acquired another partner in the form of the
Faculty of Mechanical Engineering of the Czech
Technical University in Prague, which plans to

However, we do get concrete results from our
work with secondary school and university students
who apply to our partner schools, complete an
internship or hold a part-time job with us and
eventually become our employees.

Can you already see the fruit of your
efforts?
For primary school pupils, it is more about
stimulating interest and it takes a lot of time. For
example, the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation
organizes the show Wonderful Day with Chemistry,
which has been attended by almost 5,000
children throughout the Czech Republic. Then
there is the EDUbus project, which we use to rouse
students’ interest in chemistry using non-traditional
methods in a specially adapted mobile laboratory.

You focus on pupils, students and schools.
Do you have any other ambitions?
We carry out foundation activities at primary,
secondary and higher education institutions.
We reward students and teachers with abovestandard results. National institutions or business
organizations seldom focus on educators in their
education programs. We believe that education
begins with them, so we place the same emphasis
on teachers as on students. During the grant
program, we distributed over 800,000 Czech
crowns to teachers.
Schools often lack the means for
development
That is why we organize a grant program for
primary and secondary schools, in which they
can gain financial support for their educational
and scientific activities. Last year, we received
26 applications from primary and secondary
schools from all over the Czech Republic under this
program, and we ended up distributing 2.5 million
Czech crowns to 19 of them. Most often, schools
apply for funding for teaching aids and chemistry
student club. The biggest surprise was the project
of the mobile science laboratory of the Sokolov
Gymnasium, where students will put the theory
of chemistry and physics into practice. During the
three years of the grant program, the Foundation
has already donated 8 million Czech crowns to
support education and scientific activities.
Many Czech and foreign companies focus
on working with students. What can you
offer young people?

2020

IN NUMBERS

CZK 1,500,000
57 students
Scholarship grant
program

CZK 2,500,000
19 schools
School grant program

CZK 400,000
9 teachers

Pedagogical grant program

Horizon Grand Prix 6 school teams supported
Wonderful Day with Chemistry
seen by

400 pupils

PC Bazaar
75 PCs for 6 primary schools and one
children’s home

Charity Graceful
Ride ONLINE
more than

CZK 108,000

collected for handicapped
Ondra

Cooperation with the Running Club
CZK 200,000 has been granted under this cooperation
THE FOUNDATION AT THE
TIMES OF COVID-19
• Crisis counseling
• 3D printer for printing protective shields
• Promotion of Khan Academy’s educational videos
• Streamed concerts to support medical personnel,
firefighters and police
• Over 15,000 liters of disinfection donated together
with the ORLEN Unipetrol Group

ONLINE PROJECTS
A Wonderful Hour with
Chemistry
Fridays with Science

lecture for secondary school students

EDUcovid

educational video for primary school pupils

Science Festival

our topic: hydrogen as the fuel of the future

Last year, running ORLEN Unipetrol employees raised
almost 200,000 crowns and we donated this amount to
those in need
During the past season, employees of the ORLEN Unipetrol Group refining and petrochemical group added almost a thousand kilometers to their
record. Within the Running Club, not only did they break their personal records by entering competitions, but they also make others’ dreams come
true. For each kilometer they run, the club contributes 100 crowns to the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation, which then donates the total amount to
those in need. Last year, it was CZK 96,360, to which the ORLEN Unipetrol Group added another CZK 100,000. The Foundation distributed the
donation between the Hospice in Most, the Infants’ Homes of the Ústí Region and three families caring for children with disabilities.
“We have been successfully operating the
running club for four years now. Membership
in it gives our employees a good feeling, not
only from moving in the fresh air, but also from
helping others: for every kilometer run by its
members, the club contributes 100 crowns to
institutions, families and individuals in need. In
2020, we and our employees distributed CZK
196,360 among two selected organizations
and three families,” says Katarzyna Woś,
Vice-Chairwoman of the Board of Directors of
ORLEN Unipetrol Group and Chairwoman of
the Board of the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation.

Homes of the Ústí Region, specifically the
workplace in Most, takes care of children
under the age of three and try to provide them
with a favorable social environment. They
will use the donation worth CZK 50 thousand
crowns for children’s recreation. Three families
who take care of handicapped children shared
another 100,000 crowns. The funds went to
Neratovice and Prague. The families will use
them to buy the necessary aids or to pay for
rehabilitation.

A total of CZK 50,000 went to the Hospice
medical facility in Most, where professional
staff with the knowledge of palliative medicine
takes care of seriously ill patients. The Infants’

Thanks to the Friday with Science project, students from
all over the Czech Republic can watch online lectures by
important personalities of Czech science
The ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation and the Josef Jungmann’s Gymnasium in Litoměřice have jointly renewed the project called Fridays with Science.
The original intention of the project was to allow students personal meetings and lively debates with prominent personalities from the field of science,
research or academia – it has now moved online, thus becoming accessible to students from all over the Czech Republic. One Friday every month until
the end of the school year, a lecture by a leading Czech expert will be premiered on the YouTube channel of the ORLEN Unipetrol Group.

The ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation, which
is a partner of the Fridays with Science
project, participates in the personalities
selection process. “In today’s world full of
misinformation, it is extremely important that
young people have the opportunity to contact
experienced professionals so that they can
form their own opinions rooted in the facts and
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using critical thinking. Already in December,
we offered students a lecture on the current
topic of viral disease prevention given by
leading Czech virologist Ruth Tachezy, who
heads the Department of Genetics and
Microbiology at the Faculty of Science, Charles
University, and is the head of the National
Reference Laboratory for Papillomaviruses and
Polyomaviruses,” comments Katarzyna Woś,
Vice-Chairwoman of the Board of Directors of
ORLEN Unipetrol Group and Chairwoman of
the Board of the Unipetrol Foundation.
In January, the founder of the Institute of
Modern Nutrition, Miloslav Šindelář became
the first guest of the new year. He introduced
students to the topic of modern nutrition with
the focus on facts and myths. The guest of the
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February lecture was Tomáš Herink, who spoke
about raw materials for the chemical industry,
and the guest of the March lecture was Maroš
Čunta, who introduced the students to the
journey of oil to the ORLEN Unipetrol refineries.
All videos can be viewed on the YouTube
channel of the ORLEN Unipetrol group, just
enter “Fridays with science” into the search bar.

