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NEWSLETTER
Dear readers,
welcome to the
pages of the
Foundation
Newsletter,
the first this
school year.
We have
done a lot of
charity events, such
as The Graceful Ride, during which we
donated CZK 100,000 to the sick Vítek
and to the Foundation of Police Officers
and Firefighters. I look forward to seeing
what other charity events this school year
will bring. Make sure to follow the news
of our Foundation – we have great plans.
Thank you!

Uniriders Graceful Ride
of the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation
The ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation has prepared a new way for members of the Uniriders
motorcycle club to contribute to various charitable projects through their passion for
riding. The goal was to ride 100,000 kilometers, which were transformed into financial
support donated to the Foundation of Police Officers and Firefighters and to three-yearold Vítek who suffers from Down syndrome. In addition, this year made it possible to
organize the popular Graceful Ride again.

Katarzyna Woś

Chairwoman of the Board of Trustees of the ORLEN
Unipetrol Foundation

Dear friends of the
Foundation, as
has already
been said,
the new
school year
has begun
and I hope
that it will be at
least as successful
as the last
one. We met many of you
at the 4EDU conference held in Litvínov
in September, which brought up the topic
of innovative forms of education and
opportunities for teaching in cyberspace.
I think the event went very well and
I look forward to meeting you next time.
If you have signed up for a scholarship,
pedagogical or school grant program,
we will soon inform you about the award
ceremony. Thank you for being with us
and I wish everyone a beautiful autumn.
Tomáš Herink

Member of the Board of Trustees of the ORLEN
Unipetrol Foundation

4EDU Conference
The second annual 4EDU conference brought up the topic of innovative forms of
education and opportunities for teaching in cyberspace. The event attracted 100
participants, including educators, school principals, representatives of school founders
and students; another 300 viewers viewed it online. The central topic was the transition
from full-time to digital education.

4EDU Conference on Innovative Education
The second annual 4EDU conference brought
up the topic of innovative forms of education
and opportunities for teaching in cyberspace.
The event attracted 100 participants, including
educators, school principals, representatives
of school founders and students; 300 more
viewers viewed it online. The central topic
was the transition from full-time to digital
education. The conference was organized
by the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation and the
Josef Jungmann’s Gymnasium in Litoměřice
under the auspices of the city of Litvínov. The
lecturers shared examples of extracurricular
activities and demonstrations of practices
used in the private sector. Experts have also
opened up the topic of threats in cyberspace
and introduced the versatile use of streaming

on YouTube. The presentation also included the
results of a survey among educators, students
and parents.
The 4EDU conference was held at the ORLEN
Unipetrol Training Centre in Litvínov and offered
lectures by representatives of primary and
secondary schools, University of Chemistry
and Technology in Prague, the Academy of
Sciences, the Police of the Czech Republic and
the ORLEN Unipetrol Group. “As a school
founder, we are pleased to have been able
to take over the patronage of the educational
conference, which after a long time has
welcomed a number of experts in one place.
We are all the more pleased that this event took
place on the territory of the city of Litvínov,”
welcomed the guests Kamila Bláhová, Mayor
of Litvínov.

“Quality education should be available even
in these difficult times. That is why we have
implemented a number of our projects, such
as Wonderful Day with Chemistry and Fridays
with Science, online. We therefore decided to
share the experience gained and the successful
example of Josef Jungmann’s Gymnasium in
Litoměřice through this conference, to which we
invited a number of interesting personalities. The
result was a mutual exchange of experience
with teaching in cyberspace as well as sharing
inspiring ideas in the field of the implementation
of innovative methods of chemistry teaching,”
comments Tomáš Herink, Member of the Board
of Directors of the ORLEN Unipetrol Group and
The Board of Trustees of the ORLEN Unipetrol
Foundation, as well as a university lecturer who
has long linked education with practice in the
Ústí Region.
A view from a teaching desk was provided
by school representatives. “Due to closed
schools and online teaching, management
and teachers got much closer to their pupils
and could often see literally their dirty linen.
They learned to use modern communication,
streaming and reporting tools. Creating videos
or using YouTube has become a handy skill,”
sums up Radka Balounová, principal of
Josef Jungmann’s Gymnasium in Litoměřice

equipped with modern technologies including
tablets and a so-called Apple classroom.
“Another school year affected by the
coronavirus pandemic has begun, and it is
the pandemic that opened the door to online
teaching in spring 2020. Since our experience
shows that the number of attacks in cyberspace
is constantly increasing, it is necessary to teach
children to recognize which information is true
and what threats they should avoid,” says
Tomáš Daňhelka, Chief Commissioner of Police
of the Czech Republic, indicating that even
a webcam may fail to reveal who is actually
on the other end of the line. Today, various
software programs can modify the transmission.
On the occasion of the 4EDU Conference,
the organizers conducted an online survey
on digital teaching among 106 teachers,
316 students and 263 parents. The results
revealed that most common problems
concerned technical equipment and internet
connection; the teachers faced high workloads,
while children lacked social interactions. The
positive aspect for parents was trouble-free
communication with the school.
You can find a full conference recording on
the YouTube channel of ORLEN Unipetrol.

A Charity Graceful Ride
of the Uniriders Motorcycle Club
The ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation has
prepared a new way for members of the
Uniriders motorcycle club to contribute to
various charitable projects through their
passion for riding. The goal was to ride
100,000 kilometers, which were transformed
into financial support donated to the
Foundation of Police Officers and Firefighters
and to three-year-old Vítek who suffers from
Down syndrome. In addition, this year made

This year, the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation
gave out stickers to the club members
along with an assignment: to drive a total
of 100,000 kilometers proving every trip
with a photo and a sticker, with the ORLEN
Unipetrol Foundation subsequently turning
the kilometers into funds. Half of them will be
donated to the Foundation of police officers
and firefighters. The second half will go to
the parents of Vítek, who came into the world

it possible to organize the popular Graceful
Ride again.

in 2018 with Down syndrome and recently
became ill with acute leukemia.
After he was born, Vítek overcame all the
initial complications and has been bravely
fighting his handicap every day. However,
his development is delayed compared to
other children, and in the future he will show
a certain degree of mental retardation.
The bikers from the Uniriders club finally
had their graceful ride, albeit on a smaller
scale than usual. On Saturday, September
18, 2021, the club members embarked from
the Benzina gas station in Záluží u Litvínova

“I am very pleased that we are able to
regularly support important charitable
projects and needy families in cooperation
with the Uniriders Motorcycle Club,” says
Katarzyna Woś Chairwoman of the Board of
Trustees of the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation,
adding: “This season, we donated CZK
100,000 to a good cause. We are pleased
that the situation has once again allowed
the bikers to carry out the Graceful Ride.”

along the route leading through the Ústí nad
Labem Region to Polygon in Most, where
a program featuring a safe riding school
and a performance by stunt driver Martin
Krátký was prepared for the bikers. The
ORLEN Unipetrol Uniriders bikers club has
been operating successfully for three years,
bringing together enthusiasts with a passion
for motorcycles and a desire to help those
in need. The traditional events organized by
the ORLEN Unipetrol Uniriders club therefore
include the support of various charity projects.
During the traditional Graceful Rides, we have
been able to collect more than CZK 320,000,
which the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation then
handed over to those in need.

A Wonderful Hour
with Chemistry
In June, we filmed another Wonderful
Hour with Chemistry. As you already

know, the educational show Wonderful
Day with Chemistry has moved to the
Internet (at least for now), and you can
find another video with familiar faces
on the YouTube channel, demonstrating
chemistry in practical experiments to pupils
of primary schools and gymnasiums.

The Wonderful Hour with Chemistry
also included a competition in which
a student of the Sedlčany Gymnasium
and Secondary Vocational School of
Economics won a tablet.

no longer used by their original owners.
The collection took place in all ORLEN
Unipetrol workplaces and every employee
could contribute.

The handover ceremony took place at
Masaryk hospital in Ústí nad Labem, at
the children’s clinic and pediatric surgery
department. We would like to thank
all employees of the ORLEN Unipetrol
Group who want to help with us and have
participated in the collection. It didn’t
cost us anything, but the children in the
hospitals will be very happy. Often there
are not enough toys in these departments,
and where else should we try to cheer up
children, if not in such places?

Donation of toys
to hospitals
We wanted to please children from
hospitals in the Ústí Region and therefore
we organized a bazaar with the goal to
collect toys, books and other small things

A large number of new and older but nice
and clean toys, books, board games and
stuffed animals were collected. These were
then donated to the company Krajská
zdravotní, a. s., which subsequently
distributed everything among five
children’s wards across five hospitals in the
Ústí Region.

Visiting children from the Children’s Home
of Hora Svaté Kateřiny in Staré Splavy
Together with the HC Verva charity fund
Konto našeho srdce, we went to see
children from the Children’s Home of
Hora Svaté Kateřiny. The children enjoyed
a week of recovery sports stay in Staré
Splavy near Mácha Lake. This children’s
camp was funded by the ORLEN Unipetrol
Foundation and the HC Verva charity fund
Konto našeho srdce who contributed equal
shares. Along with us and the charity fund
Konto našeho srdce, hockey players and
members of the Uniriders motorcycle club
also arrived. Thank you!

Cooperation
with UCT
The successful cooperation of the ORLEN
Unipetrol Foundation and the University
of Chemistry and Technology in Prague
(UCT) continued during the summer
holidays, when the popular summer school
took place. At the beginning of the new
school year, the House of Children and
Youth of the Capital City of Prague, in
cooperation with UCT, also organized the
traditional science festival VědaFest, where
the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation also
presented itself.
UCT organized the 35th annual Summer

Student Scientific
Conference 2021
Together with the University of Chemistry
and Technology in Prague (CTU),
ORLEN Unipetrol Research Education
Centre (ORLEN UniCRE) and the ORLEN
Unipetrol Group, we once again praised
the best high-school students for their
research projects. From the 43 projects
submitted in the sixth annual Student
Scientific Conference competition, an
expert jury selected 17 works for the final
round. This took place on Friday, June 25,
2021, in the premises of the University
Centre of UCT University Centre Litvínov
– FME CTU – ORLEN Unipetrol located
directly in the production site in LitvínovZáluží. Among the students from the
secondary schools of the Ústí Region, the
Central Bohemian Region and Prague was
a visually impaired student Ondřej Krejča
from the T.G. Masaryk’s Gymnasium in
Litvínov, who received a special prize

School for high-school teachers and
students. They could attend a lot of
interesting lectures and, as part of practical
activities, university laboratories. One of
the lectures was prepared in cooperation
with the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation
by researcher Václav Bystrianský from
ORLEN UniCRE on the topic of Safety of
Hydrogen Mobility – A Looming Second
Hindenburg Disaster?
Václav Bystrianský also had a presentation
together with the ORLEN Unipetrol
Foundation at the VědaFest (formerly
the Science Festival), which took place
“offline” in September at Vítězné náměstí
in Dejvice, Prague. The event is intended
for pupils of secondary and primary
schools and for the general public.

from the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation.
A jury of scientists and educators from
the organizing institutions gave first place
to four projects, second place to another
four and third place to yet another four
projects. The award-winning students
received scholarships in the amount of
CZK 30,000, CZK 20,000 and CZK
10,000.
“The sixth year of the Student Science
Conference took place despite the
pandemic. We believed that schools
and students would be interested in this
competition despite the complicated study
conditions. The response from young
scientists and the quality of their projects
confirmed our expectations. I commend
all participants for their performance and
congratulate the winners,” said Tomáš
Herink, Member of the Board of Trustees
of the ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation,
adding: “The student scientific conference
is part of our extensive activities to support
technical education. It complements the
three key pillars, which are annual grant

programs to support students, educators
and schools.”
The final round of this competition for
high school students is conceived as
a conference during which students
present their scientific projects in front
of an audience. “Our goal is to support
the development of communication and
presentation skills in students, because
in addition to research itself, lecturing
or publication activities are now almost
a prerequisite for the future successful
career of every researcher,” explained
Tomáš Herink, who himself is a university
educator and active scientist.
Thanks to the ORLEN Unipetrol
Foundation, which contributes financially
to the organization of the competition,
each participant receives a financial
reward of CZK 1,000, even if their project

does not make it to the top. A novelty of
this year’s Student Science Conference
was a rise in study scholarships for
the awardees. Students who took first
place received CZK 30 thousand, for
second place it was CZK 20 thousand
for every student and for third place
it was CZK 10 thousand. The ORLEN
Unipetrol Foundation also awarded
a so-called special prize, which included
a scholarship of CZK 18,000.

Fridays with
Science
The ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation in
cooperation with the Josef Jungmann
Gymnasium in Litoměřice continues
to implement the project Fridays with
Science. Our first lecturer of this school
year was prof. Jaroslav Petr, DrSc.,
whose lecture focused on the topic of the
ten senses and brought interesting facts
about the senses not only in humans, but
also in animals. Jaroslav Petr works at
the Animal Production Research Institute,
where he deals with the biology of animal
reproduction. He teaches biotechnology
and bioethics at the Czech University of
Agriculture and at the faculties of science
of Charles University, Masaryk University
and the University of South Bohemia.
He is dedicated to popularizing science,
cooperating with the newspapers Lidové

Student Scientific
Conference
2021/2022
Like every year, this time we would like
to prepare another technical and natural
science competition with a special
emphasis on chemistry and engineering
for high school students from all over
the country – the Student Scientific
Conference.
This display of competition projects takes
place under the auspices of the University
of Chemistry and Technology in Prague

ORLEN Unipetrol Foundation
Milevská 2095/5,
140 00 Prague 4
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“Every year we come across projects with
a high level of expertise. We are pleased
that in this difficult time, when pupils had
to study remotely for several months, we
met again to evaluate high-quality work.
Some of them could easily compete with
bachelor’s theses of university students,”
said Zdeňka Pelešková, head of the UCT
University Centre Litvínov – FME CTU –
ORLEN Unipetrol, adding: “The special
recognition was awarded to the visually

noviny and Hospodářské noviny, as
well as Czech Radio, Vesmír magazine
and other media. Jiří Jakubínský, Ph.D.
made his October lecture on climate
change. Jiří Jakubínský is a physical
geographer whose field is hydrology
(especially environmental hydrology)
and who works as a researcher at the
Institute of Global Change Research of the
Czech Academy of Sciences and at the
Masaryk University in Brno. In particular,
he specializes on the issue of causes and
consequences of hydrological extremes
in the modern landscape, as one of the
significant impacts of climate change. All
lectures can be viewed on the YouTube
channel of the ORLEN Unipetrol Group.
In December, the virologist RNDr. Ruth
Tachezy, Ph.D., started the series with the
topic of Prevention of Viral Diseases, and
in January it was followed by the lecture
of the founder of the Institute of Modern
Nutrition Miloslav Šindelář, who spoke on
the topic Modern Nutrition – Myths Versus
(University Centre Litvínov – FME CTU
– ORLEN Unipetrol) and the ORLEN
Unipetrol Foundation.
Due to the unstable epidemiological
situation, we decided to approach the
competition in an alternative manner. This
means that the basic selection round will
take place by mail. In view of the current
situation, the evaluation and determination
of the best works will take place either
in an online environment or selected
finalists will present their work during the
SSC finale, which will take place in the
University Centre Litvínov – FME CTU –
ORLEN Unipetrol at ORLEN Unipetrol in
Litvínov-Záluží. The competition projects
will be assigned to individual sections

info@nadaceorlenunipetrol.cz
www.nadaceorlenunipetrol.cz

impaired Ondřej Krejča, who despite his
handicap proves that nothing is impossible
and shows the way for people who share
a similar fate. He confirmed this with the
quality of his project, with which he fought
his way through to the finals.“

Facts; in February, Doc. Tomáš Herink,
Ph.D. gave a lecture on raw materials
for the chemical industry and in March,
Maroš Čunta, Director of the Oil and Gas
Purchasing Department, spoke about oil
and its trip to the refineries of the ORLEN
Unipetrol Group. In April, the project
hosted the researcher Václav Bystrianský,
who spoke on the topic of Hydrogen,
fuel of the present, and in May Prof. Ing.
Karel Melzoch, CSc. covered the topic of
alcohol.
according to their professional focus and
assessed in their designated sections.
Expert jurors from UCT, ORLEN Unipetrol,
ORLEN UniCRE, ORLEN UniPETROL
Foundation will again be invited for
evaluation. You can submit your work
until November 30, 2021, via the ORLEN
Unipetrol Foundation website. There you
will also find all additional information.

