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Dear friends, 
As I mentioned in the 

previous newsletter, 
the current situation 
is difficult and often 
unpleasant for all of 
us. For this reason, the 
Foundation too had to 
alter its activities, for 
instance the Graceful 

Ride, which was organised online this year. I would 
hereby like to thank all those who participated in 
the event, either actively as riders in the Uniriders 
motorcycle club, by watching the online broadcast, 
or by contributing to Ondra. Thanks to you, we can 
send Ondra to the spa and pay for the repair of his 
wheelchair. I thank all of you who care about the lives 
of others and want to help.

 Katarzyna Woś 
 Chairwoman of the Board of Trustees 

Dear readers, as 
already mentioned, we 
are living in strange 
times and nobody 
knows what will 
happen tomorrow. 
The scholarship, grant 
and pedagogical 
program has already 

been concluded, but given the situation we are 
unable to organise the kind of meeting we are used 
to. Nevertheless, I believe we will cope with the 
situation and you will remain loyal to the Foundation. 
The schools that succeeded in the grant program have 
already been informed and the Unipetrol Foundation 
is in contact with all of them. The scholarship and 
grant programs are still being evaluated, and we will 
doubtless be notifying all the successful students and 
teachers soon. Thank you.

Tomáš Herink 
Member of the Board of Trustees
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Graceful Ride
We thank all those who helped fulfill one great human wish. The charity Graceful Ride started on September 5 with 

an online broadcast of the Uniriders motorcycle club, and within eight days a whopping CZK 108,838 was raised in 
support of the handicapped Ondra. This amount will allow Ondra, who is facing the consequences of cerebral palsy, 
to undergo, for the first time in three years, a medical spa stay and to carry out a wheelchair repair.

Student Science Conference
We would like to announce a change in the date of the Student Science Conference. The Student Science 

Conference is focussed on secondary school students, and is organised by the University of Chemical Engineering, 
Unipetrol RPA and the Unipetrol Centre for Research and Education (UniCRE) under the auspices of the Unipetrol 
Foundation. The representatives of the organising companies are members of the evaluation committee, which 
chooses the best student projects. In addition to the recognition of the expert jury, the authors of the awarded works 
also receive a financial bonus from the Foundation. The Student Science Conference is usually held in November, but 
given the government regulations, we are obliged to postpone it until January 2021. We will keep you posted about 
other information regarding this conference and the release of applications.



We organized a charity Graceful Ride, which raised 
CZK 108,838 for handicapped Ondra

We thank all those who helped fulfill one great human 
wish. The charity Graceful Ride started on September 
5 with an online broadcast of the Uniriders motorcycle 
club, and within eight days a whopping CZK 108,838 was 
raised in support of the handicapped Ondra. This amount 
will allow Ondra, who is facing the consequences of 
cerebral palsy, to undergo, for the first time in three years, 
a medical spa stay and to carry out a wheelchair repair.

“On behalf of the Unipetrol Foundation, I would 
like to thank with all my heart all the great people 
who have watched this year’s Graceful Ride of our 
Uniriders bikers online and, at this difficult time, have 
sent a financial contribution in support of the disabled 
young man,” said Katarzyna Woś, Chairwoman 
of the Board of the Unipetrol Foundation and 
Vice-Chairwoman of the Board of Directors 
of Unipetrol Group, adding: “Our gratitude goes 
also to all members of the Uniriders Club who helped 
organize the event, Benzina company, which provided 
refreshments for participants of the Graceful Ride, and to 
ORLEN Ochrona, which oversaw the safety of the event.“

“We thank all the people who donated money through 
the charity fundraiser,” Ondra’s mother said with 
undisguised emotion. “Thanks to their good heart, Ondra 
can finally go back to the spa for the therapies that have 
so far brought him the greatest health improvement.“ 

Since his premature birth, Ondra has had to contend with 
limited mobility caused by cerebral palsy. He practically 
has no sight; he can only perceive rough contours. Until 
he turned 18, Ondra went to spa for rehabilitation stays 
on the doctor’s recommendation, which were always 
of great benefit to him. However, after he reached legal 
age, the health insurance company refused to pay for 
this care.

Therefore, the Unipetrol Foundation has decided to 
organize a public fundraising event in conjunction with 
the Uniriders’ Graceful Ride to provide the necessary 
CZK 70,000 for Ondra’s rehabilitation stay in the spa. 
During the Graceful Ride itself, more than CZK 23,000 
was raised, and by the end of the following week more 

than CZK 108,000 was credited to the account from 
people who are not indifferent to the fate of others. 
“Thanks to this, we can also provide Ondra with the 
wheelchair repair. We had no hope for such great 
generosity,” adds Ondra’s mother.

This year’s Graceful Ride of the Unipetrol’s motorcycle 
club was held online. Only Uniriders motorcycle 
club members, their family and friends rode their 
motorcycles. Despite the bad weather, a convoy of more 
than thirty bikes started off from Kralupy nad Vltavou. 
A live stream of the entire event, including interviews 
with Ondra’s mother, Katarzyna Woś and Tomáš Herink 
from Unipetrol, as well as a number of other interesting 
guests, was broadcast on Saturday, September 5, on the 
Unipetrol Foundation’s Facebook page, where it is still 
available. The recording is also available on the Unipetrol 
YouTube channel.



Horizon Grand Prix
The Unipetrol Foundation supported six teams in the 

competition of hydrogen-powered model cars.

At the end of September, the Czech final of the Horizon 
Hydrogen Grand Prix, a race of hydrogen-powered RC 
model cars built by secondary school students, took place 
at the Trojhalí Karolina compound. The Horizon Hydrogen 
Grand Prix is an international program that allows students 
to combine theory with practice in the field of alternative 
hydrogen drive.

Although it is a four-hour endurance race, which 
requires not only excellent driving skills but also a team 
strategy, there was no lack of suspense. Overall, 26 teams 

were supposed to participate in the race, of which the 
Unipetrol Foundation supported six, namely the Educhem 
Secondary School, the T.G. Masaryk High School in Litvínov, 

the Sedlčany High School, Schola Humanitas, the Sokolov 
High School and the Neratovice College and Secondary 
Vocational School. Given the coronavirus crisis, this 
year’s race was held in a rather different spirit and limited 
numbers. A total of eleven teams from across the Czech 
Republic stood their specially modified models on the 
starting line. Only two schools supported by the Unipetrol 
Foundation took part in the race, those being the Educhem 
Secondary School and T.G. Masaryk High School in Litvínov. 

The UNIPETROL RACING TEAM from the Educhem Secondary 
School took a fantastic third place with 819 laps.

The entire event took place on a voluntary basis and 

without public attendance. This year’s race could only be 
held whilst observing the strictest safety measures. As 
one of the partners, the Unipetrol Foundation provided all 
the participants with disinfectant produced by UniCRE, 
which it supplied with Unipetrol to schools during the 
first wave of the coronavirus pandemic. The Brano Group 
provided protective shields for the pilots.

We are partners of the Science Festival!
The Science Festival is the largest outdoor popular 

educational event in the Czech Republic and a joint 
project between universities, academic and leisure 
institutions since 2011. This year, it is only being held 
ONLINE on the Science Festival’s website  
(www.festival-vedy.cz). 

The event offers visitors science in all of its forms in 
a fun and playful way, and presents the most interesting 
things in natural, technical and social sciences and the 
practical application of science in everyday life.

The event is organised by Prague House for Children 
and Youth, the Czech Technical University in Prague, 
the University of Chemical Engineering in Prague with 
the support of the Prague 6 City Section, and the Czech 
Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology.

On behalf of the Unipetrol Foundation, you can watch 
the video about Hydrogen as the Fuel of the Future. 
Hydrogen is one of the basic building elements of the 
entire universe, and exists both in every living star and in 

intergalactic space. According to current measurements, 
it makes up 75% of the mass and 90% of the number 
of atoms present in space. And it may be the fuel of the 
future. 

So don’t forget to check the Science Festival website. 
The videos are available for viewing until the end of 
November and they are worthwhile!



Visit to children from the Hora Sv. Kateřiny Children’s Home 
We visited sixteen children from the Hora Sv. Kateřiny 

Children’s Home, who were enjoying a weeklong health 
and sport sojourn in Staré Splavy, with the Account of 
our Heart (Konto našeho srdce HC Verva). The Unipetrol 
Foundation and Account of our Heart contributed equal 
shares, amounting to CZK 50,000, to this recreational 
stay for children who could not leave their home during 
the holidays.

The cheque for this amount was presented to 
the director of the Childern‘s Home, Mgr. Martina 
Vainholdová, and all the children by the representatives 
of The Unipetrol foundation and A team players Jan 
Ščotka and Lukáš Doudera. 

The Unipetrol Foundation also prepared a surprise 
for the children – young chemist Jakub Štěpánek, 
a student of the University of Chemical Engineering, who 

presented several chemical experiments and magic 
tricks. After this chemistry-oriented half-hour, we 
took a walk on the beach with the kids together with 
Jan Ptáček from HC Verva. We are delighted to have 
been able to support sixteen children from Hora Svaté 
Kateřiny in this way.

Tens of thousands of litres of disinfectant  
from Unipetrol and UniCRE

Thanks to the production of tens of thousands of 
litres of disinfectant at UniCRE (the Unipetrol Centre 
for Research and Education), we and the fire-fighters 
from the Unipetrol Group distributed disinfectant to 
regional institutions in need. The Foundation together 
with the Unipetrol Group supported healthcare and 
social workers during the crisis by distributing hygienic 
equipment.

We divided 900 litres of disinfectant among nine 
schools. The distribution of disinfectant is still 
underway. This time, we divided 11,000 litres of 
disinfectant among other schools, and 4,000 litres more 
among non-profit organisations in the Ústí region and in 
Prague.




